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   Excellence For All

Foster and develop the highest standards of teaching through high 
quality professional development

Nurture and secure leadership talent to lead the future 

Recognise and reward the commitment of all staff

Create and maintain a mutually supportive, collaborative and caring 
environment for all

Establish well-being and health as essential contributions to 
effectiveness at work.

Our Strategic Priorities

Our Vision & Values

Our Commitment to Staff

KINDNESS COLLABORATIONINNOVATION PASSION IMAGINATION

Enrich the curriculum to maximise 
opportunities for children to 
develop their talents and interests.

Enhance teaching and learning 
through ongoing professional 
development and continuous 
support.

Create a culture of care and 
stimulate curiosity.  Build an 
environment of independence and 
collaboration for all pupils.

Use high quality and innovative 
approaches to teaching to promote 
progress and engagement.

Build strong and flexible 
leadership structures.
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New Wave Federation

The New Wave Federation is a group of three schools working together 
closely. We wholeheartedly believe our schools gain many benefits from 
working collaboratively and actively seek out opportunities to maximise these 
benefits. We have made a commitment to have a shared responsibility to the 
wider school community, through the provision of high-quality education and 
the improvement of life chances for pupils in the community beyond that of 
our own three schools. Grazebrook and Shacklewell Primary Schools have 
worked in partnership since 2010, Woodberry Down joined the group in 2014. 
The partnership has gone from strength to strength with the New Wave 
Federation having been formalised in March 2016.

We value the contribution that every child can make and welcome the 
diversity of culture, religion and learning styles. We are committed to offering 
an inclusive curriculum to ensure the best possible progress for all of our 
pupils whatever their needs and abilities. The schools seek to raise 
achievement by removing barriers to learning and increasing physical and 
curricular access for all. All children with SEND are valued, respected and 
equal members of the school.

✦ High Aspirations ✦ High Standards ✦ High Achievement ✦

Identifying Children’s Individual Needs

The New Wave Federation is committed to early identification of Special 
Educational Needs (SEN). The Federation adopts a graduated response to 
meeting SEN and Disability (SEND) in line with the SEN Code of Practice 0-25, 
2015. All children throughout the school are monitored regularly to ensure 
they continue to access the curriculum successfully and to help the early 
identification of need. A range of evidence is collected through assessment 
and monitoring arrangements, as well as regular formal discussions between 
the Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO), the class teachers and 
support staff. If these suggest that any pupil is not making the expected 
progress, or their needs have changed, the class teacher will invite the 
parents/carers to school to discuss these additional needs with the SENCO. 
Following this, the class teacher, support staff and parents/carers work with 
the SENCO in order to decide if, or how, additional provision is implemented. 
The schools use guidelines provided by The Hackney Learning Trust to 
determine if a child’s attainment and/or progress indicate that they should be 
placed on the SEND register. The Federation places the child’s individual 
needs at the forefront of any additional provision.
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The SEN Code of Practice 0-25, 2015 outlines four main areas of need.

School Contacts for SEND
Your child’s class teacher should be the first person you approach if you are 
concerned about your child’s progress or change in needs. If required, your 
child’s class teacher will liaise with the SENCO and arrange a parent 
consultation. The New Wave Inclusion leaders are Jason Rama, Elise Curnow 
and Jennifer Smith.
The Inclusion Leader at Woodberry Down is Jason Rama –Tel: 020 800 5758
The Inclusion Leader at Shacklewell is Elise Curnow – Tel: 020 7254 1415
The Inclusion Leader at Grazebrook is Jennifer Smith – Tel: 020 8802 4051 4

Area of Need Definition

Communication and
interaction

Children and young people with speech, language and 
communication needs (SLCN) have difficulty in 
communicating with others. This may be because they 
have difficulty saying what they want to, understanding
what is being said to them or they do not understand or 
use social rules of communication.

Cognition and 
learning

Support for learning difficulties may be required when 
children and young people learn at a slower pace than 
their peers, even with appropriate differentiation.

Specific learning difficulties (SpLD), affect one or more 
specific aspects of learning. This encompasses a range of 
conditions such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia.

Social, emotional 
and
mental health
difficulties

Children and young people may experience a wide range 
of social and emotional difficulties. These may include 
becoming withdrawn or isolated, as well as displaying 
challenging, disruptive or disturbing behaviour.

Other children and young people may have disorders 
such as attention deficit disorder, attention deficit 
hyperactive disorder or attachment disorder.

Sensory and/or 
physical
needs

Some children and young people require special 
educational provision because they have a disability 
which prevents or hinders them from making use of the 
educational facilities generally provided. Many children
and young people with vision impairment (VI), hearing 
impairment (HI) a multi-sensory impairment (MSI) or a 
physical disability (PD) will require specialist support 
and/or equipment to access their learning.



Support Available for SEND Pupils
In accordance with the SEN Code of Practice 0-25 (2015), the Federation 
adopts a graduated response to SEN provision determined by the support each 
individual child requires. We use a three-tier approach to classify educational 
needs that are additional to, or different from, everyday classroom provision.

External support services play an important part in helping the school 
identify, assess and provide appropriate provision for pupils with SEN. We 
have access to the following services;

• Educational Psychologists
• Specialist teachers for children with statements of special educational
needs, sensory impairment or physical difficulties.
• Speech and Language Therapists
• Occupational Therapists
• Physiotherapists
• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)
• In-house Learning Mentor Support

Multi-agency liaison and planning meetings are held as appropriate to ensure 
effective collaboration in identifying and planning to provide appropriate 
support for vulnerable pupils.

Medical Needs
The Federation has a designated school doctor and school nurse that can be 
consulted if there are concerns around a child’s health. The school nurse visits 
the schools on a regular basis  and carries out routine health checks as well as 
consulting with parents in order to write care plans and train staff to support 
children with severe medical needs.
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Measuring Pupils Progress and Involving Parents/carers
Parents and carers will be informed of their child’s progress and involved in 
target setting throughout the academic year and in a variety of ways. These 
include;

• Informal meetings with teachers
• Meetings with SENCO
• Parents evenings
• METs (My Educational Targets) meetings, for SEN children
• Annual Review meetings, for children with a Statement of Special 
Educational Needs
• Multi agency meetings, for children that have support from external 
agencies e.g. Speech and Language, Occupational Therapy, Educational 
Psychologist, Etc...

SEND Training and Resources
The Federation aims to meet the needs of all pupils and ensure the provision 
is appropriate. This means that we adapt our support and training schedule to 
meet the needs of the individual children in the school at any given time. If 
additional training is required, the SENCO will contact the appropriate body to 
deliver the training. All teaching staff receives SEND update training on a 
termly basis as a minimum.

In a similar manner, SEN resources are regularly audited and reviewed to 
ensure that they meet the needs of the pupils in our school. The school only 
purchases quality evidenced based resources to support our pupils. This means 
that the resources we purchase have previously proven effective in improving 
pupil performance in a range of schools and settings. Parents and carers will 
always be consulted before their child is included in any intervention that 
requires them to be taught outside of the classroom for short periods of time.

Accessibility
All pupils have the entitlement to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum. 
The majority of pupils with SEND are taught, with their peers, in mainstream 
classes by their class teacher and study the curriculum appropriate for their 
age. All teaching staff have a good understanding of the National Curriculum 
and ensure their planning, teaching and assessment meets the needs of all 
pupils, including those with SEND. They do this by;
• Providing suitable learning challenges
• Providing suitable learning environments
• Meeting the pupils diverse learning needs
• Removing barriers to learning
To ensure the school site remains accessible to pupils, parents/carers and 
staff with disabilities, the school keeps up to date records in an Accessibility 
Plan.
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nclusion 

The Federation is fully inclusive and as such strives to ensure all pupils receive 
a broad and balanced curriculum. As part of this, pupils have access to out of 
school educational visits, sports competitions, residential visits, specialist 
enrichment teachers, breakfast clubs and after school clubs. The school 
ensures that all pupils have access to these activities regardless of SEND 
requirements. The school uses a range of strategic planning, such as risk 
assessments and manual handling assessments, to ensure that SEND pupils are 
fully included in all curriculum and extracurricular activities. Parents/carers 
are consulted on any special provision required to enable their children to 
participate in such activities.

Transitions

Throughout their academic career, children will make several transitions; this 
may include moving to a new school, to/from a specialist provision school, to 
a new Key Stage or to a new class. These changes are inevitable, and the 
school employs many strategies to ensure they are managed effectively and 
pupils are sufficiently prepared for such changes. Strategies include;

• Individual Profiles for pupils with EHCPs

• Transition meetings to include parents/carers, class teachers, Teaching 
Assistants, SENCO and all other professionals involved in the transition process

• Class handover meetings

• Transition books or Social Stories to give children a clear image of the 
upcoming changes

• Visits to new settings with familiar staff

• Visits to secondary placement schools accompanied by familiar adults

• Transition meetings with the school SENCO, new setting SENCOs, 
families/carers and other appropriate professionals where necessary.

Transport

The Federation does not have their own vehicles to transport children to and 
from school. Parents/carers that require this type of transport should contact 
Transport Solutions at The Hackney Learning Trust. Please read the website 
for information on how to apply.

https://www.hackneylocaloffer.co.uk/kb5/hackney/localoffer/service.page?i
d=oJs8As1_ZGo
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https://www.hackneylocaloffer.co.uk/kb5/hackney/localoffer/service.page?id=Vjt
hH04BZoM&localofferchanne

http://grazebrook.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Behaviour-Policy
-NW-2018.pdf

http://shacklewell.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Behaviour-Policy
-NW-2018.pdf

http://woodberrydown.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Behaviour-P
olicy-NW-2018-1.pdf 8

https://www.hackneylocaloffer.co.uk/kb5/hackney/localoffer/service.page?id=VjthH04BZoM&localofferchanne
https://www.hackneylocaloffer.co.uk/kb5/hackney/localoffer/service.page?id=VjthH04BZoM&localofferchanne
http://grazebrook.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Behaviour-Policy-NW-2018.pdf
http://grazebrook.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Behaviour-Policy-NW-2018.pdf
http://shacklewell.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Behaviour-Policy-NW-2018.pdf
http://shacklewell.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Behaviour-Policy-NW-2018.pdf
http://woodberrydown.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Behaviour-Policy-NW-2018-1.pdf
http://woodberrydown.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Behaviour-Policy-NW-2018-1.pdf


Some children will need additional support to manage their behaviour when 
they are experiencing emotional difficulties. Where it becomes clear that a 
child is having ongoing difficulties in managing their behaviour, there are a 
wide range of strategies which are used to support pupils. Such strategies are 
most effective when parents/carers are involved in the planning and decision- 
making stages. Such support systems include;

• Behaviour charts to enable celebration of good behaviour

• Increased communication between home and school

• Individual Behaviour Plans (IBPs)

• Support from the SENCO, identified teaching assistants and teachers

• Small group work or 1:1 support in self-esteem, emotional literacy, anger
management, nurture group sessions etc.

• Additional literacy or numeracy support where this is identified as a barrier
to learning and impacts on the pupil’s behaviour

• Alternative curriculum provision

• Referral to outside agencies such as Educational Psychologist, CAMHS, Local
Authority Behaviour Specialists etc.

Complaints

If you have any questions, concerns or complaints, please discuss these with 
the school SENCO or the individual school's Headteacher. If you do not feel 
that your complaint has been dealt with appropriately and you wish to make a 
formal complaint, please follow the school’s complaints procedures. Follow 
these links to connect to the school’s complaint procedure:

Additional Information

If you would like to read a copy of the schools’ SEN policies, please follow 
these links;

https://www.grazebrook.hackney.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?
file=70&type=pdf
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https://www.shacklewell.hackney.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?
file=118&type=pdf

http://www.woodberrydown.hackney.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?
file=61&type=pdf

https://www.grazebrook.hackney.sch.uk/page/?title=Complaints&pid=38

https://www.shacklewell.hackney.sch.uk/page/?title=Complaints&pid=56

http://www.woodberrydown.hackney.sch.uk/page/?title=Complaints&pid=45

http://woodberrydown.hackney.sch.uk/parents/care-of-your-child/complaints-procedure/
https://www.grazebrook.hackney.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=70&type=pdf
https://www.shacklewell.hackney.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=118&type=pdf
http://www.woodberrydown.hackney.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=61&type=pdf
https://www.grazebrook.hackney.sch.uk/page/?title=Complaints&pid=38
https://www.shacklewell.hackney.sch.uk/page/?title=Complaints&pid=56
http://www.woodberrydown.hackney.sch.uk/page/?title=Complaints&pid=45



