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What is phonics?
● All words are made up of 

individual sounds merged together 
to make words.

● There are 44 sounds in the English 
language.

● But only 26 letters!
● Sounds are made by 1 (e.g. c), 2 

(e.g. sh) or 3 letters (e.g. igh)



The alphabetic code



The alphabetic code



Why RWI phonics?
● Research tried and tested over many years
● Systematic and structured
● Early success in reading
● Training and ongoing staff development for all 

staff
● Brilliant online videos and resources.



Teaching phonics

RWI phonics daily lessons



Green words 

Green word cards 
used to practice 
saying sounds in 
word. Using Fred 
Talk!



Story books
● Children are taught their sounds alongside a 

storybook.
● These storybooks contain only the sounds that 

the children have learnt so far.
● The children are able to decode and read these 

books independently.
● Other activities include writing tasks based 

around the story.



Pure sounds

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q


What do we learn in KS1?
● Once the children know enough sounds they learn 

to read words and books
● Sounds are split into three groups based on their 

complexity
● Pictures and rhymes used to help



Set 1 Sounds
● These are single 

sounds that children 
first learn to build their 
first stages of reading.

● These are taught with 
a phrase to ensure 
that the child 
remembers the sound 
and how to form the 
letters when writing.



Set 2 Sounds
● Two or three letters 

that make up just 
one sound.

● These are taught 
with a saying to 
ensure that the 
child remembers 
the sound, not the 
letters.



Set 3 Sounds
● Two or three letters that 

make up just one sound.
● These are the final 

sounds taught in RWI 
lessons.

● Once your child is able 
to decode these sounds 
fluently, they are able to 
read for pleasure!



What is next?
● RWI Comprehension
● Reading groups
● Comprehension
● Children must be able to read 100wpm 

confidently 



What goes home?

Year 1 and Year 2

The children will be given:
● RWI text read in school
● Corresponding RWI book 

bag book



OxfordOWL- Free eBook library 



Books to share
● Once children can blend, they read simple texts 

with the sounds they know. Encourage them to 
read the same book again and again to build 
their confidence and fluency;

● Share old time favourites repeatedly so that 
your child can jump in with repeating rhymes 
and phrases.



What can you do?
● Use pure sounds, not letter names. Encourage to use sounds 

and Fred Talk 
● Foster a love of reading by reading exciting books above their 

reading level to them.

● Ask your child questions about the story to engage and inspire.

● Talk to your child as much as possible and ‘feed’ them new and 
different words

● Check out the parent section of oxfordowl.co.uk for extra help

● Speak to us!



Questions

● Check out the parent section of oxfordowl.co.uk for extra help


