
Year 6 SATs 2026
Tuesday 5th May



When are they?
The SATs tests run over four days, beginning on Monday 11th May 2026 and ending on 
Thursday 14th May 2026. 

Children will sit the following SATs papers:
• Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1) – Monday (45mins)
• Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 2) – Monday (15mins)
• Reading – Tuesday (60mins)
• Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) – Wednesday (30mins)
• Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) – Wednesday (40mins)
• Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) – Thursday (40mins)



What will happen?
• The tests will take place during normal school hours, under exam conditions. We 

have been running mock SATs at intervals throughout the year so that the children 
know what to expect;

• Children will sit in rows at separate tables, arranged alphabetically by their last 
name. They are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the assessments 
are handed out until they are collected after the test has ended;

• Afterwards, the completed papers are sent away to be marked externally;

• The children’s results are sent back to school early in July.



How long do they last?
Some identified children, those who receive additional support in school, may be given 
specific arrangements.

This usually takes the form of additional (extra) time, which may be up to 25% of the 
usual test time. We will notify you following this meeting if this applies to your child. 

Most children with extra time will work in a separate room (together) so that they are not 
distracted by others finishing at different times to them.

If this, or other specific arrangements, apply to your child then you and your child will 
know about it before the week of the SATs. 



Arriving at school
● We will run a free year 6 breakfast club all four days of the SATS from 8.30am. 

● Please arrive at school no later than 8.30am. This is to help us ensure that everyone 
is calm, settled, registered and ready to go by the official exam start time. 

● If you are running late for any reason, please call the office as soon as possible. 

● If your child is ill, it is advisable that they come to school to sit the test where special 
considerations would be made- it is incredibly difficult to complete the test after 
their friends have completed it.



How are they marked?
Once marked, the tests will be given the following scores:

● A raw score (the total number of marks achieved for each paper)
● A scaled score between 80 - 120 
● A judgement of whether the National Standard has been met

A scaled score of more than 100 shows that the National Standard has been met. 
A scaled score of more than 110 shows that the child is working at Greater Depth. 



Specific Exam Details - SPaG
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling is made up of two papers which will take place on 
Monday:

● Paper 1 is the longer paper lasting 45 minutes, children will be tested on grammar, 
punctuation and spelling generally

● Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1) requires a range of answer types such 
as circling missing capital letters, multiple choice questions, one-word answers, but 
does not require longer formal answers.

● Paper 2 is a shorter paper lasting around 15 minutes, where children will be tested 
on spelling only – they are asked to fill in a blank within a sentence, attempting to 
spell out the spelling word in context correctly. 



Specific Exam details - SPaG



Specific Exam Details - reading
The Year 6 Reading SATs paper will be sat on Tuesday.

The assessment has been designed to measure whether children’s comprehension of 
age-appropriate reading material meets the national standard. 

There are three different set texts for the children to read, which could be any 
combination of non-fiction, fiction and/or poetry. 

The Year 6 Reading SATs paper requires a range of answering styles, including 
responding to multiple choice questions, one-word answers, and multiple mark 
questions which require more formal paragraph-length answers. 



Specific Exam Details - reading



Specific Exam Details - arithmetic
Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) will take place on Wednesday.

It has a standard timing of 30 minutes and is worth a total of 40 marks. 

It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction and mixed 
operation calculations requiring BIDMAS), as well as number properties, calculating 
percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, and calculations using fractions. 
There are no word problems in Paper 1. 

Example Question:



Specific Exam Details - arithmetic



Specific Exam Details - reasoning
Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) will take place on Wednesday.
Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) is scheduled for Thursday.
Both have standard timings of 40 minutes and are worth 35 marks each. 

These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, 
as well as their ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning.



Specific Exam Details - reasoning



Specific Exam Details - reasoning



Specific Exam Details - reasoning



How can we support our children 
Firstly, a positive attitude goes a long way – so as much encouragement and support as 
possible.

Some further tips:
● Create a revision timetable that works for you and your child – for some children and 

families, a couple of 10 – 20 minute activities a day works best; for others, a longer 
study session on a Saturday or Sunday might be better

● Keep it light – practise key skills like times tables. Practise mental maths in real 
world scenarios, like adding up prices in the shops, working out discount deals, and 
asking questions like, “If there are 1,300 grams of flour in this pack, what is that in 
kilograms?” 



Things to remember:
SATs focus on what they know about maths and English 
They won’t reflect how talented they are at science, geography, art or PE, and they 
certainly won’t highlight positive personal characteristics such as kindness and integrity. 

SATs results don’t always tell the whole story 
The results will say they DID or DIDN’T meet a certain standard, but not necessarily by 
what margin. 

SATs last for one week 
In reality, it’s just one or two papers lasting 30-60 minutes each day. You can’t emphasise 
enough the importance of keeping that in perspective. How your child performs on one 
day in one test doesn’t define them as a person. 



Advice for Children
• Listen to what your teacher says; 
• Your teacher is cheering you on and wants you to do your best; 
• Make sure you get plenty of sleep and stay well fed – sleep and food help keep the 

brain moving; 
• Put away the phones and tablets - these should not be your bedrooms at night time;
• Read the questions carefully. This can help to avoid any silly mistakes! 
• Don’t worry if there’s something you can’t answer. Take a deep breath! You can 

always move on and go back later 
• Keep in mind year 6 SATs are just one week of your entire life!



Thank you.
Any Questions?


